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Applicant(s) 



Examiner 



Group Art Unit 



—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period for Reply 

^^^f^SS^ PERI ° D F ° R REPLY ' S SETT ° EXPIRE ^ MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

Ur I Hlo OOMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTH 
from the mailing date of this communication. ' w M " 

- If the period for reply specified aj>ove is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO penod for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 



^Responsive to communication(s) filed on. 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disp sition of Claims 

(^CIaim(s) / 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

^Cciaim(s): 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on. is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. ; 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.c7§ 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All DSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number), 



. is/are pending in the application. 

- is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

- is/are allowed. 

- is/are rejected. 

- is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: . 

Attachment(s) 



□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 
^Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Intervi w Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Other 
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This action is responsive to the communication filed October 15, 
2003. * 

The amendment filed September 8, 2003 has been entered. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. The claim says 
that each on-off device can be a single valve. In this case there is no 
adjacent valve. The subsequent recitation that the valve mounts have 
channels holding the adjacent valve ports in communication is 
meaningless and indefinite. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
J A 7-286720. JA 7-286720 shows a fluid control apparatus including MFC 
53, on-off devices comprising two port valves 56, 55 and valve mounts 10, 
11. 
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Art Unit: 3753 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to 
Examiner Fox at (703) 308-2595 or John.Fox@uspto.gov. Any inquiry of a 
general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0861 . The fax number for TC 3700 is 703-872-9302. For responses after 
final the fax number is 703-872-9303. The Supervisory Primary Examiner 
for Art Unit 3753 is John Rivell who can be reached at (703) 308-2599 or 
at John.Rivell@uspto.gov. 




JOHN FOX 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 3753 
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